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Academic Misfits
Questioned Belongings in Higher Education
For a Round Table at Includes
Magnus Hoppe, 251016; magnus.hoppe@mdu.se
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Being an academic 
misfit is not so bad

1. A flyover of excerpts and visualizations
2. Taking a look at the content

• Anything that catches your attention?
• How does this resonate with your experiences?
• Thoughts?
• Bring your ideas and questions into your round 

table.

3. The End, or a new beginning?
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00 Academic 
misfits 

congregating 
outside the bell 

curve 
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01 An odd bird on 
a telephone wire 
packed with black 
and white crows 
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02 Stripped from 
your moorings in 
the outer world 
your identity is 
shaken while 
trodding the 
marble slabs of 
this academic 
new path 
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03 Matters of the 
heart presents 
itself as a form of 
resistance 
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05 They find 
themselves being 
moved towards the 
periphery by forces 
they cannot control 
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Censore
d
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04 Corrupt honour
structures, that just like 
the Italian mafia, seem 

to view aspiring 
recruits as cannon 

fodder at their disposal 
to be used at their 

whim and discarded 
when no more useful 
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The crippling 
grip of 

imposter 
syndrome 
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00 A deep 
diversity; an 
acceptance of 
people of different 
origins, sex, 
backgrounds, 
social class, work 
ethics, priorities, 
life goals, and 
more
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